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PURPOSE
This method can be used by students to explore various choices 
(and options) to solving a problem.

It allows each possible approach to be analysed by looking at the 
‘pros’ and ‘cons’ before presenting a final evidence-based conclusion. 
It supports the writing of essays or extended pieces of writing.

QUICK TIP
Try completing the diagram with someone 
else from you class. You can both agree 
the choices available and then one of you 
can consider the ‘Pros’ and the other the 
‘Cons’. Then, debate the solution.
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Starting Point
State the problem here, e.g. Global warming, Over 
population growth, Achieving gender equality, to name 
but a few. It could even be a past paper question.     

Present the various 
choices to solving 
the problem. There is 
room for 3 choices. 
However, more ‘choice’ 
boxes can be added if 
needed. Just be sure 
you are not repeating 
the same ones.      

When highlighting 
the advantages 
and disadvantages 
make reference 
to your notes and 
other thoughts and 
considerations.      

Explore the 
advantages (Pros) 
and disadvantages 
(Cons) of each of 
the choices.

Finally, note down 
your solution having 
followed the steps. 
A summary of the 
reasons for your 
final choice can be 
added as well as 
your reasons for not 
choosing the others.      
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